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6.2  DATA-ACQUISITION CENTERS

The importance and future role of the regional networks in
the USSS has been discussed in Section 5.3.  In particular,
the concept of Regional Research Centers was defined.  As
has been stressed in other places in the report, the Panel
is concerned that in the development of the USSS with its
more sophisticated systems, relying mainly on computer
access to digital data on magnetic tape, the seismological
community be assured that seismograph data are readily
available.  It would be dangerous to move in a way that
would tend to exclude individual seismologists and other
interested scientists and engineers from the basic data
base.  If the present recommendations are followed, a great
deal of the first-order digital data, particularly that
from the NDSN, would be channeled through the USGS digital
analysis facilities in Albuquerque and Golden.  Access to
earthquake recordings, perhaps in the form of "day tapes,"
can be expected from these facilities on a short-term basis.
In the longer term, raw data on selected earthquakes and
sequences can be expected to be provided by the Environmen-
tal Data Information Service (EDIS).

While these national centers will fill much of the de-
mand, it does not seem practical to channel all requests
through them.  The Panel, therefore, recommends that direct
but limited data acquisition be arranged at the regional
centers.  There, seismologists should be able to obtain
digital recordings and associated network recordings on a
timely basis.  Such a service by the Regional Research Cen-
ters requires a capability to handle the high volume of
digital data from the NDSN station (or stations) associated
with that particular regional network, together with the
network digital data.  In addition, there must be a willing-
ness to make available access facilities so that these data
are obtainable at reasonable cost by visiting scientists.

A nonexclusive list of candidate data-acquisition cen-
ters, based on the present major regional networks of the
country, would contain Fairbanks, Alaska; the University
of Washington; the University of California at Berkeley;
USGS at Menlo Park; California Institute of Technology; the
University of Nevada; the University of Utah, Salt Lake
City; USGS at Golden (NEIS); Albuquerque (USGS); St. Louis;
Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory; Weston Observatory,
the University of South Carolina; and Georgia Institute of
Technology.  Detail on the use of these regional acquisition
centers and the scope of their storage should be settled by
the working group on the USSS (Recommendation 6).